the Columbus Literacy Council, where English as a Second Language is the most-attended class.

READING RATE DISMAL

By Jennifer Smith Richards
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

hirteen percent of Franklin

Countyadults can't read a

newspaper or a note from

their child’s school, new

federal estimates show.
That figure is up from 8 percent in
1992, hut experts say it might not
reflect the scope of the literacy prob-
lem here.

They say the swelling immigrant
population is one reason Franklin
County'’s illiteracy rate is the state's
highest, a distinction shared with
Adams and Vinton counties.

While the number of nonrcading
adults grew in Franklin County, it
declined statewide and in other Chio
counties with big cities, The state’s
rate fell from 12 percent to 9 percent
between 1992 and 2003, when the
National Center on Education Statis-

Rising illiteracy
More 'ranklin County !
residents lacked basic literacy

skills in 2003 than in 1992,
gccording to a new natianal
estimate. Meanwhile, illiteracy
rates among those 16 or older

ceclined in the state and e

Ohio’s other major urban CUYAHOGA

counties, COUNTY
For a state-by-state look at literacy,

tics studied literacy in people 16 or
older,

Nationwide, 35 states showed im-
provement during the same time
period, according to estimates re-
leased yesterday.

The new report, which was based

go to Dispatch.com/wab.
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onnational and state surveys and
U.S. Census figures, says “14.5 per-
cent of the population as a whole
lacks basic prose literacy,” said Shei-
da White, who works for the statisti-
cal arm of the U.S. Department of
Education. “This number translates

to something like 32 million adults.”

People who lack “basic prose litera-
cy skills” might he ahle to read a word
orsimple phrase, but they can'tread a
sentence. They likely can’t read the
labels on medicine bottles, make
sense of report cards or adequalely
fill oul jub applications, either.

“These are people with no future,
with low or no employability. They
feel unsafe. They can't support their
child’s education,” said Greg Tuck,
the executive dircctor of the Colum-
bus Literacy Council.

The council, like most other adult-
education centers in Ohio, teaches
hasic reading courses. While demand
for those is still growing, nearly
85 percent of students enrolled in
classes at the council last year were
notnative English speakers.

“We have a waiting list ahout a

See READING Page B2
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